
New additions November 2019 
 
John Buchan’s Collected Poems edited by Andrew Lownie & William Milne 
9703 JB’s only published poetry collection was Poems Scots and English published in 1917 with a revised 
edition appearing in 1936. Between them they contained 39 poems (that number again!). However, 
outwith these volumes JB wrote a considerable amount of poetry and this volume brings together all his 
poems and fragments of poetry from a wide variety of sources. Bound in illustrated card covers. But for 
very slight rubbing around the covers this copy is in excellent condition.    GBP 12 
 
Poems Scots and English by John Buchan 
9699 This is a copy of Blanchard A44, the 1936 revised and enlarged edition of the 1917 original. As well as 
the 28 poems collected in the original edition a further 11 poems, all in the English section, are added. This 
copy is a 1953 reprint of that edition with the red and white dustwrapper. Copies of the revised edition are 
rare. The book itself is in excellent condition but for very slight rubbing at the ends of the spine. The d/w 
has a slightly darkened spins and a couple of tiny white marks on the rear cover. The extremities are lightly 
rubbed.            GBP 35 
 
Huntingtower 
9705 The first Dickson McCunn novel. Dickson, a retired grocer, sets out on a walking tour and meets with 
unexpected adventures involving a Russian princess and Bolshevik agents. Light blue cloth, dark blue 
lettering, map on front endpapers. The spine is faded and scuffed and the corners are lightly bumped. Bright 
internally but for very occasional brown spots. There are some notes and diagrams (unrelated to the book) 
on the rear endpapers.           GBP 7 
 
The Bookman 
9601 The Bookman was the house magazine of Hodder & Stoughton and this is a copy of the ”Special Xmas 
Number”, 1918. This large format (33 x 22 cms) publication has 120 pages followed by a 132-page 
supplement. A vast range of literature is dealt with and there are numerous period trade adverts. Of 
particular interest to JB collectors is a one-and-a-half-page article by David Hodge entitled John Buchan as 
War Historian, which includes a photograph of JB. The front cover bears a picture of JB in military uniform. 
The magazine is bound in brown card. The front cover is creased around the edges and scuffed; the spine is 
worn with pieces missing at the ends; the rear cover is missing. Internally the magazine, printed on semi-
gloss paper, is very bright but quite a lot of page corners are turned. All the portraits appear to be present. 
The portfolio of colour portraits is not with the magazine.      GBP 18  
 
 
A History of Peeblesshire edited by J Walter Buchan (1925) – volumes I and II. 
9710 The first two volumes of a 3-volume work (Blanchard C43). Chapter V of volume I, The Literature of the 
County, is by John Buchan. The preface to volume I also names him as one of the editors although to what 
extent is not known. The first two volumes deal with wide-ranging aspects of the county’s history whilst 
volume three deals with the individual parishes within the county. Both volumes are bound in maroon cloth 
although volume I is of a lighter shade than volume II. Volume I has a faded spine but is otherwise excellent 
throughout. Volume II is also excellent but for slightly rubbed corners and a neat inscription. GBP 120 
 
Their Majesties Visit to Canada (1939) 
9638 Blanchard C129. A record of the speeches and broadcast addresses made by King George VI during his 
visit to Canada shortly before war broke out. There are numerous black and white photographs of the visit. 
Blanchard records that “several, if not all, of the king’s speeches collected in this volume were drafted by 
Buchan”. Both book and dustwrapper are in very good condition.     GBP 10  
 
 
 



Elephant’s Work by EC Bentley (1950) 
9639 Second impression of a novel by the inventor of the Clerihew and also well known for his novel Trent’s 
Last Case. This book is described by him as a ’shocker’ which was JB’s term for The Thirty-Nine Steps and 
other works. In the lengthy dedication, to the memory of John Buchan, he describes how JB advised him to 
write it. 252 pages, maroon cloth with white lettering.  The book is in generally very good condition with 
lightly bumped corners and a small red stain at one corner of the fly-leaf, which also bears a brief ownership 
inscription. The dustwrapper is largely intact but is a little ragged around the edges and has some small 
pieces missing at the ends of the spine. The inside of the d/w has some red stains which appear to be caused 
by some of the dye leaching out of the binding; this does not show through to the outside. GBP 15 
 
The Nations of Today (1923/4) 
Blanchard B8. A series of 12 books about the history, geography and economy of varied countries and areas 
of the world. JB was the general editor for the series but there was a variety of writers for the individual 
books. They were published by both Hodder & Stoughton and their subsidiary The Waverley Book Co. The 
latter were, I believe, sold on a subscription basis. All 3 copies below are Waverley publications. If all 3 titles 
are purchased the combined price will be GBP 65. 
9602 Belgium and Luxembourg Blue faux-Morocco with gold lettering. The front top corner is lightly bumped 
but otherwise the book is in very good condition throughout.     GBP 25 
9603 Bulgaria and Romania Textured blue cloth with gold lettering and decoration on the spine. Generally 
good but the spine has some small splits at the head and lower down the spine there is a small slit. Very 
good internally.           GBP 22 
9604 British America Blue faux-Morocco with gold lettering. There is a faint vertical crease on the front cover 
but otherwise the book is excellent. This is a relatively scarce title in the series and covers Canada, 
Newfoundland and the then British Colonies in the West Indies.     GBP 30 
  
 
 


