9933 A History of the Great War
Houghton Mifflin Autograph Edition in 8 volumes.
The UK edition of this work is listed under A52 in Blanchard. A US edition in 4 volumes was published but
Houghton Mifflin also produced an Autograph Edition which was bound in 8 volumes which retained the
pagination of the 4-volume edition. The books are bound in light blue paper-covered boards with a black
cloth spine and a green paper title label with gold lettering. The outer and lower edges are uncut. Each
volume has a colour frontispiece and the autograph page in volume 1 is, of course, signed by JB. This set is
number 192 of 500, stated on the reverse of the title page. Unlike the UK edition, the US edition includes a
lengthy introduction by Major-General James Harbord, who was the American Expeditionary Force chief of
staff during WWI.
Sometimes seen in a half-leather binding but the binding, as issued, was as this copy. I have not been able
to ascertain whether leather bindings were available to order from the publisher or privately
commissioned.
The set is in very good condition with just occasional small scuff marks. Internally very good and the
number of pages which remain uncut suggests they have never been read. Blanchard indicates that volume
1 had a page of the original manuscript bound in but this has a page (original?) of the manuscript of John
Macnab. This is slightly baffling as this was first published in a magazine in December 1924. An early draft?
Substituted later? Who knows. A scarce set.
£450
9936 Signed letter from John Buchan
A letter dated 10th July addressed to The Rt Hon’ble Frederick Wrench, The Irish Land Commission, Dublin.
“Dear Mr Wrench
I have formally applied through the War Office for Evelyn’s service. I don’t think you need do anything in
the matter.as it looks as if the business were going through quite smoothly.
Yours very sincerely
SIGNED JOHN BUCHAN”
The letter is typed on notepaper with the embossed heading of the Foreign Office. It is in an envelope also
embossed ‘Foreign Office’ on the flap. It is also rubber stamped by the Foreign Office on the front.
Frederick Wrench was an Irish Land Commissioner and seems to have been a worthy but undistinguished
civil servant. His son Evelyn, later Sir Evelyn, was a writer and a passionate supporter of the British Empire
and the idea of commonwealth.
The letter is folded into four but otherwise in very good condition; the envelope is lightly browned and has
a small tear in the flap.
£175
9939 The Island of Sheep (previously advertised)
A number of John Buchan’s novels were serialised in magazines before publication in book form and where
this happened Blanchard gives details of the dates and the magazine in question. There is no such entry for
The Island of Sheep, the 1936 final Richard Hannay novel.
However, I have just acquired a most unusual item of Buchan history. This is a typical school exercise book
of the 1930s and into it has been pasted neatly clipped cuttings from an unknown magazine which make
up the complete novel. It is unclear whether the story was published in one issue or over a series of issues.
At the beginning there is an illustrated ‘title page’ and the story is followed by 11 illustrations, presumably
clipped from the same publication. There then follow 3 cuttings of reviews of the book from rather diverse
publications, The Times, The Birmingham Daily Post and The Church Times.
The cuttings are undated but further on in the exercise book there is another, smaller, set of cuttings from
Punch, dated 30 September 1936. The Island of Sheep was published on 25 July, 1936 which suggests that
the cuttings date from either shortly after publication of the book or, if serialised, may have started
concurrently with its publication.

The story from Punch is Garden Rubbish, by Sellar & Yeatman, the authors of 1066 and All That. This is one
of their less well-known works.
The covers of the exercise book are detached; not surprising considering the substantial extra thickness of
the pasted-in material. The cuttings have browned lightly but uniformly with age and the title on the front
(also a cutting) is partly worn away.
In total, an intriguing piece of Buchan-related material.

£60

9940 Montrose (1936)
JB’s fine biography of one of Scotland’s greatest military leaders. A more ‘rounded’ work than his earlier
The Marquis of Montrose (1913). Editions of this title are slightly confusing. The cheap edition was
originally published in 1931 and the principal differences from the first edition were that the lettering on
the front and the spine was black instead of gold and the top edge of the text block was green instead of
gilt. By 1936, the date of this copy, the only difference was the green rather than gilt to edge. The
dustwrapper, priced 7/6 NET, remained different from the first edition wrapper.
The book itself is in good condition; the lower front corner and upper rear corner are bumped and there is
some slight rubbing along the bottom edge. The binding and its lettering remain bright. Internally. The
book is in excellent condition but for some browning of the endpapers. The dustwrapper is complete and
undamaged but the spine is a little sunned.
£15
9942 Lord Rosebery 1847-1930
Blanchard A86. An appreciation of the life of the 19th century politician and writer who rose to the office of
Prime Minister in the 1890s. I had never before realised that the title of the booklet is, strictly speaking,
inaccurate as Rosebery died in June 1929. The text is substantially based on an article written by JB for the
Glasgow Herald. The covers are lightly browned around the edges and have some slight creasing. Internally
very bright with very occasional faint brown spots. Rare.
£35

SCROLL DOWN FOR PICTURES

A History of the Great War

Signed letter

The Island of Sheep

Montrose

Lord Rosebery

