
SETS OF BOOKS 
 

There is something satisfying about a row of similar books on a bookshelf. Indeed, I have often been asked 
if it is possible to obtain a complete set of John Buchan’s novels in identical bindings. Sadly, the answer is 
“no”; perhaps “almost, but not quite” is a more informative answer! 
 
This time my book news email does not concentrate solely on John Buchan but on a variety of sets of 
books that I have available. To my simple mind, a set generally consists of 2 or more books with identical 
bindings, by the same author and the same publisher 
Please remember that postage/shipping costs for these will be significantly higher than buying individual 
books, I have tried to give an approximate indication of the cost of shipping to the UK and to Australia at 
the end of this note. If you live anywhere else, the cost is likely to be somewhere between these 2 figures 
BUT please note that they are only an indication. If you have a serious interest in buying a set, please get in 
touch with me and I will provide a more accurate indication. However, in the competitive world of parcels 
delivery prices are never fixed until the ‘accept’ button is pressed. 
 
9710 A History of Peeblesshire edited by James Walter Buchan. 2 volumes of 3.   GBP120 
Published by Jackson, Wylie & Co., 1925. 

  
 
The first two volumes of a 3-volume work (Blanchard C43). Chapter V of volume I, The Literature of the 
County, is by John Buchan. The preface to volume I also names him as one of the editors although to what 
extent is not known. The first two volumes deal with wide-ranging aspects of the county s history whilst 
volume three (not included) deals with the individual parishes within the county. Both volumes are bound 
in maroon cloth although volume I is of a lighter shade than volume II. Volume I has a faded spine but is 
otherwise excellent throughout. Volume II is also excellent but for slightly rubbed corners and a neat 
inscription. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
9813 Angus Macvicar autobiographies        GBP 40 
Published by Hutchinson. See below for dates. 

 
Macvicar, a native of Kintyre, started his writing career as a journalist and, prior to World War II, published 
a number of thriller/mystery stories. Post-war he continued with those but also wrote children’s stories, 
science fiction stories for young readers (The Lost Planet series) and radio plays. In later life he published a 
number of volumes of autobiography characterised by whimsical, often self-deprecating, humour. These 
were Salt in my Porridge (1971), Heather in my Ears (1974), Rocks in my Scotch (1977), Silver in my Sporran 
(1979), Bees in my Bonnet (1982), Golf in my Gallowses (1983), Gremlins in My Garden (1985) and Capers in 
my Kirk (1987). This complete set all have dustwrappers and are all first impressions except for Bees in my 
Bonnet which is a second impression. Most are in very good condition, although some are rubbed in places 
and have slightly creased d/ws, and Gremlins is missing the title page. 
 
9464 Brasenose College Quatercentenary Monographs. 2 volumes.    GBP 100 
Published by Oxford University Press, 1909 

    
A collection of numerous monographs by a variety of authors, published by the college in 1909 to coincide 
with its 400th anniversary. These monographs cover every area of college life and history. Included in 
volume I is a monograph by John Buchan entitled Nine Brasenose Worthies, later published as a separate 
(and extremely rare) booklet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1270 Cosima Wagner by Richard Graf. 2 volumes.       GBP 12 
Published by Drei Masten, 1929 and 1931. 

     
VG- (vol 1) VG (vol 2) Graf's monumental biography of Wagner's daughter who was a champion of his 
music. German language, printed in traditional German script. Black boards/spine with gilt decoration. Vol 
1 has some stains and the spine has a couple of splits. Vol 2 is lightly scuffed and has a split near the base 
of the R hinge of the spine. Both are bright and clean internally with all plates and the bookmark ribbons 
intact. Bindings are tight, but vol 1 is heavily cracked at the F hinge. Vol 1 has a former owner's inscr. A 
must for the German-speaking Wagner lover. 
 
2169 History of the English-Speaking Peoples by Winston Churchill (abridged). 3 volumes. GBP 35 

Published by Purnell, 1971. 

    
 
VG Second edition. Quarto. A 3-volume abridgment of Churchill's great work "A History of the English-
Speaking Peoples". Abridged by a distinguished editorial board of Sir Mortimer Wheeler, Hugh Trevor-
Roper and AJP Taylor. Profusely illustrated in colour as well as black & white and printed on high quality 
semi-gloss paper. Bound in red Rexene with gold lettering and a gold lion rampant on the F board. A few 
scuff marks and corners lightly bumped but nice and bright overall. However, volume 2 is worn at the head 
of the spine. Internally very bright with a tight binding. Former owner's signature on F fly-leaf.  
  



 
 
8878 Nelson’s History of the War by John Buchan. 24 volumes.     GBP 150 
Published by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1915-1919. 

 
John Buchan’s monumental history of the Great War. Written at great speed as the war progressed this 
was close to being a ‘real time’ account of the war. Bearing in mind that once it was written it would 
probably take 2-3 months to typeset, print, bind and distribute it is remarkable that the first volume was 
published in January 1915. Before the war ended 20 volumes had been published and the remaining 4 
were published between December 1918 and September 1919. In addition, for the last 18 months or so of 
the war he was also Director of Information, responsible for the writing and publication of domestic 
propaganda. 
 
These sets are in average condition with some faded spines, some rubbed corners and occasional foxing 
but is in sound condition overall. Two complete sets are available. 
 
8004 The Complete Short Stories of John Buchan edited by Andrew Lownie. 3 volumes. GBP 80 
Published by Thistle Press, 1996. 

 
VG+ in VG dustwrappers. This 3-volume set collects all of JB's short stories including a number which didn't 
appear in his published short story collections. Each story has a short introductory passage by the editor 
which details its first appearance in print. There is a foreword by William Buchan, JB's son, later Lord 
Tweedsmuir. 250 + 286 + 228 pp Dark blue cloth; gold lettering; red endpapers; index ribbons. The books 
themselves are in excellent condition throughout but for a very slight bump on the bottom edge of volume 
1. The unclipped d/ws are very bright but there is some creasing at the edges and a small impact mark on 
the spine of volume 1. The title page of volume 1 is signed by William Buchan and Andrew Lownie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8603 The Modern Motor Engineer by Arthur W Judge. 5 volumes.    GBP 45 
Published by Caxton Publishing, 1953 (6th edition). 

   
 
“A practical work on the maintenance, running, adjustment, and repair of automobiles of all types, and on 
the management of garages.” Fully revised edition for the post-war age. The first volume essentially 
describes in immense detail the workings of the engine and subsequent volumes cover other parts of the 
car. All firmly rooted in the age of carburettors, dynamos and distributors although such racy innovations 
as overhead valves, independent front suspension and hydraulic brakes are covered. Bound in black faux-
Morocco with green lettering. Profusely illustrated and in very good condition throughout. 
  
9814 The Nations of Today by John Buchan. All 12 published volumes    GBP200 
Published by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1923-24. 

 
This series of books, sub-titled A New History of the World, dealt with the political and economic history of 
the nations covered in each volume and all included a preface by John Buchan, who was the general editor 
for the series. 12 volumes were published; each noted on the reverse of the half-title “Other volumes in 
preparation” but none of these other volumes were ever published. The volumes which were published 
were released between September 1923 and February 1924. In chronological order of publication, they 
were (i) Japan (ii) Italy (iii) British America (iv) Yugoslavia (v) France (vi) The Baltic and Caucasian States (vii) 
Great Britain volume I (viii) Great Britain volume II (ix) India (x) Belgium and Luxembourg (xi) Bulgaria and 
Roumania (xii) Ireland. 
 
They were published by Hodder & Stoughton in the UK and simultaneously by The Waverley Book Co which 
was, I believe, a subsidiary of H&S which offered series of books on a subscription basis. Both of these 
editions were bound in blue cloth. The US edition was published by Houghton Mifflin using text printed 
and sent from Britain but bound in red cloth, 
 
This ‘set’ consists of all 12 volumes, 11 a mixture of H&S and Waverley editions and 1 volume of the US 
edition. All are excellent internally but some are a little scuffed and rubbed externally. 
 



2234 The New Universal Encyclopedia edited by Hammerton. 10 volumes.   GBP 50 
Published by Educational Book Co. Undated. 

   
VG presumed first edition. A traditional style encyclopedia with densely packed information. Profusely 
illustrated in black & white and with many colour plate maps, some of them fold-out. Undated but 
references to the 'Second Great War' suggest late 1940s or early 1950s. Brown cloth with gilt titling. Boards 
are generally bright and clean although there are a few scuff marks and the corners are lightly bumped. 
The spines are lightly rubbed at the ends. The top edges are purple, the others being very lightly browned. 
Internally all volumes are clean and bright with tight bindings.  
 
8144 The Works of William Makepeace Thackeray. 12 volumes.     GBP 150 
Published by Smith, Elder & Co., 1884-86 
Volume 1 672 pages Vanity Fair: A Novel Without a Hero. 
Volume 2 744 pages The History of Pendennis, His Fortunes and Misfortunes, His Friends and His Greatest 
Enemy. 
Volume 3 776 pages The Newcomes: Memoirs of a Most Respectable Family. 
Volume 4 667 pages The History of Henry Esmond, Esq., A Colonel in the Service of Her Majesty Queen 
Anne, written by himself; The Memoirs of Barry Lyndon, Esq., written by himself. 
Volume 5 622 pages A Shabby Genteel Story; The Adventures of Philip. 
Volume 6 770 pages The Virginians: A Tale of the Last Century. 
Volume 7 706 pages The Paris Sketch Book; The Irish Sketch Book; Notes of a Journey from Cornhill to 
Grand Cairo.  
Volume 8 627 pages The History of Samuel Titmarsh and the Great Hoggarty Diamond; The Memoirs of Mr 
CJ Yellowplush; Burlesques (i) Novels by Eminent Hands (ii) A Plan for a Prize Novel (iii) The Diary of C 
Jeames de la Pluche, Esq, with his Letters (iv) The Tremendous Adventures of Major Gahagan (v) A Legend 
of the Rhine (vi) Rebecca and Rowena: A Romance upon Romance (vii) The History of the Next French 
Revolution (viii) Cox’s Diary; The Fatal Boots 
Volume 9 643 pages The Book of Snobs; Sketches and Travels in London; Character Sketches; Men’s Wives; 
Mr and Mrs Frank Berry; The Fitzboodle Papers; The Bedford-Row Conspiracy; A Little Dinner at Timmins’s. 
Volume 10 632 pages Roundabout Papers; The Four Georges; The English Humourists of the Eighteenth 
Century; The Second Funeral of Napoleon 
Volume 11 688 pages Catherine; Lovel the Widower; Denis Duval; Ballads; The Wolves and the Lamb; 
Critical Reviews; Little Travels and Road-Side Sketches 
Volume 12 328 pages The Christmas Books of Mr MA Titchmarsh (i) Mrs Perkins’s Ball (ii) Our Street 
Dr Birch and His Young Friends; The Kickleburys on the Rhine; The Rose and the Ring, or, The History of 

Prince Giolio and Prince Bulbo. 

[Details continue on the next page.] 

 
 
 



 
 
Description (see illustrations) 
The books are bound in a half-leather binding with light brown leather spine and corners. The spine has gilt 
decoration and the generic title Thackeray’s Works and the volume number are in gilt on a red leather 
label with the individual volume title on a green leather label.  

                 
 
The boards are in an unusual variegated striped effect and the endpapers match this as do the text block 
edges. Most volumes have a number of illustrations by the author himself. They are printed on a good 
quality paper. 
 
Condition 

 The volumes are in good condition overall. The bindings are firm and undamaged; the leather has 

not cracked or deteriorated other than slight fading of the spines. There are no bookplates or 

inscriptions. The pages are free from foxing, brown spots and stains. Most volumes have some shelf 

wear along the lower edges of the boards. Notes on the specific volumes are as follows: 

 Volume 1 Boards lightly scuffed. Faint cup ring on front.  

 Volume 2 Boards very lightly scuffed.  

 Volume 3 Small scuff mark on spine. 

 Volume 4 Front board lightly scuffed. Outer edges of boards lightly rubbed. 

 Volume 5 Boards very lightly scuffed. Outer edges of boards lightly rubbed. 

 Volume 6 Boards very lightly scuffed. Outer edges of boards lightly rubbed. 

 Volume 7 Rear board lightly scuffed. Outer edge of front board partly rubbed. 

 Volume 8 Slight rubbing around the base of the spine. 

 Volume 9 Top corners rubbed. 

 Volume 10 Small area of impact damage on lower edge of the rear board. 

 Volume 11 Outer edges of boards lightly rubbed. 

 Volume 12 Front board lightly scuffed along top and bottom edges. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8606 The Yellow Book. Complete set of all 13 issues.      GBP 600 
Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head, 1894-97. 

   
VG- complete set. The Yellow Book was the leading avant-garde literary periodical of the 1890s. Published 
by John Lane and others and initially edited by Aubrey Beardsley its influence was significant and lasting 
even though it ran for only 13 issues. Unusually it was produced as a cloth-bound hardback with, of course, 
yellow covers which bore striking illustrations. Many of the leading writers, artists and illustrators of the 
day contributed. These are all in sound, but not exceptional, condition and full details are given below. The 
Yellow Book volumes I to XIII (complete set) The Yellow Book volumes I to XIII (complete set) General 
comment Each issue has between 250 and 325 pages; bound in yellow cloth with black lettering and 
illustrations; outer and lower edges are untrimmed. The spines are sun-darkened to varying degrees; the 
boards remain quite bright but are lightly soiled from over 100 years of being handled; the majority of 
tissue guards are in place but a few are missing and some are creased. All are very clean and bright 
internally and have strong bindings. The first six volumes have a bookplate in an attractive style 
contemporary with the date of publication.  

 Volume I  April 1894 Spine lightly sunned and has a little wear at the ends. Internally quite bright 

with intermittent foxing. One corner bumped. No inscriptions.  

 Volume II  July 1894 Spine sunned. Bright internally.  

 Volume III  October 1894 Spine lightly sunned and has a small split at the foot. Bright internally.  

 Volume IV  January 1895 Spine lightly sunned. Internally very bright. No inscriptions. 

 Volume V  April 1895 Spine lightly sunned and has slight wear at the ends. Occasional brown spots 

internally. No inscriptions. 

 Volume VI  July 1895 Spine lightly sunned and has slight wear at the ends. Some brown spots on the 

first few and last few leaves. No inscriptions.  

 Volume VII  October 1895 Spine sunned and has some wear at the ends. Bright internally with very 

occasional brown spots. No bookplates or inscriptions.  

 Volume VIII  January 1896 Spine sunned and is worn at the top. Tiny bookplate. No inscriptions.  

 Volume IX  April 1896 Spine sunned and has small pieces missing at each end. Internally bright with 

a solid binding. No bookplates or inscriptions.  

 Volume X  July 1896 Spine lightly sunned. Covers bright but lightly soiled. Cloth on rear board 

rippled. Hinges not cracked, binding firm, no bookplates or inscriptions.  

 Volume XI  October 1896 Spine sunned. Wear at the top of the spine (old repair). Covers patchily 

faded. Very bright internally with occasional faint marks. Hinges not cracked. Binding firm. 1 tissue 

guard detached/creased but still there. No bookplates or inscriptions.  

 Volume XII  January 1897 Spine heavily sunned and is worn at the ends. Internally very bright. No 

inscriptions or bookplates.  

 Volume XIII  April 1897 Spine sunned and has some wear at the top. Covers lightly soiled. Cloth on 

the rear cover is rippled in one corner. Solid binding. Bright internally with occasional finger marks. 

Inner top corner of a few leaves has a faint damp stain. No bookplate. Neat inscription on fly-leaf.  

[See next page for related book.] 



 
Also available: The Yellow Book: A Checklist and Index by Mark Samuels Lasner  
                            (Limited edition, signed by the author) 
Published by The 1890s Society, 1988. 
This is in excellent condition.   
                

Bought on its own. GBP 70 
       Bought together with the above set. GBP 50 

 
The Oxford History of England         GBP 100 
Published at The Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1987-92. 
 

 
 
The project to produce a comprehensive history of England (a term used loosely throughout the series) 
began with the publication of the first volume in 1934 and was completed in 1965. Over the years some of 
the volumes were revised by either the original author or a new author, Over the years the binding and the 
dustwrapper style varied but once the entire work was complete reprints were issued which were uniform 
throughout. 
 
This is a complete set of all 16 volumes; details of all the volumes are given below. 

The books are bound in black cloth with gold lettering, with dustwrappers in the format 
illustrated. The books are all in fine condition and free from inscriptions and bookplates except that one 
volume has a name neatly written on the fly-leaf.  The dustwrappers all have a slightly sun-browned spine 
but are otherwise in excellent condition. This high quality set not only provide many hours of interesting 
reading but will present well on the bookshelf. 
 

1A Roman Britain Peter Salway  Repr 1st 1987  
1B The English Settlements JNL Myres  Repr 1st 1987  

2 Anglo-Saxon England 550-1087 Sir Frank Stenton  Repr 3rd 1987  
3 From Domesday Book to Magna Carta 1087-1216 Austin L Poole  Repr 2nd 1987  
4 The Thirteenth Century 1216-1307 Sir Maurice Powicke  Repr 2nd 1987  
5 The Fourteenth Century 1307-99 May McKisack  Repr 1st 1988  
6 The Fifteenth Century 1399-1485 EF Jacob  Repr 1st 1988  
7 The Earlier Tudors 1485-1558 JD Mackie  Repr 1st 1987  



8 The Reign of Elizabeth 1558-1603 JB Black  Repr 2nd 1988  
9 The Early Stuarts 1603-60 Godfrey Davies  Repr 2nd 1988  

10 The Later Stuarts 1660-1714 Sir George Clark  Repr 2nd 1991  
11 The Whig Supremacy 1714-60 Basil Williams (revised CH Stuart)  Repr 2nd 1992  
12 The Reign of George III 1760-1815 J Steven Watson  Repr 1st 1988  
13 The Age of Reform 1815-70 Sir Llewellyn Woodward  Repr 2nd 1987  
14 England 1870-1914 Sir Robert Ensor  Repr 1st 1988  
15 English History 1914-1945 AJP Taylor  Repr 1st 1988  

 
 
 
 
NOTE 
These are the approximate weights of each set before packing. I also give approximate fully insured 
postage/shipping costs to the UK and to Australia (very approximate for the latter – parcel rates change 
daily). Other destinations shipping costs are likely to be between these two. On most occasions these will 
be consigned via a parcel broker, hence the variation in these costs day by day. For some UK locations I 
may be able to deliver myself at a lower cost. 
A History of Peebleshire  2.1 kg.  UK GBP 10.00 AUS 42.00 
Angus Macvicar autobiographies 3 kg.  UK GBP 6.50 GBP 56.00 
Brasenose College   3 kg.  UK GBP 9.00 GBP 56.00 
Cosima Wagner   2.5 kg.  UK GBP 5.00 GBP 40.00 
History of English-Speaking World 2.6 kg.  UK GBP 6.00 GBP 40.00 
Nelson’s History of the War  9 kg.  UK GBP 13.00 GBP 96.00 
Complete Short Stories  1.7 kg  UK GBP 6.50 GBP 33.00 
Modern Motor Engineer  6 kg,  UK GBP 7.50 GBP 75.00 
Nations of Today   9.6 kg.  UK GBP 17.00 GBP 215.00 
New Universal Encyclopedia  16.5 kg . UK GBP 10.00 GBP 135.00 
Works of WM Thackeray  8.5 kg.  UK GBP 12.50 GBP 100.00 
The Yellow Book   7.7 kg.  UK GBP 36.00 GBP 115.00 
Oxford History    18 kg.  UK GBP 12.00 GBP 150.00 
 


